A new program of characterization of multifractal moments is proposed. For the circle map, the usual multifractal moments are described by both scaling exponents and amplitudes. These amplitudes depend sensitively on the starting point of the time series used to define these moments. This leads naturally to a statistical description which is universal and analogous to that used in critical phenomena and in other fields where multifractals occur. This description can be used not only at the critical point, but also in the crossover region where the analog of the correlation length is large but not infinite. 
)) ((M, (F",X )))' (4) are independent of F"and universal. To exhibit universality, a synopsis of the numerical results is reported in Table I for two different maps on the critical manifold.
The universal ratios are a way to obtain quantitative information which would otherwise be extracted from generalizations of the usual spectrum at the onset of chaos. The universality of ratios, in fact, follows from the universality of these spectra, which can be studied following the renormalization-group approach of Ka- (2) is much less than g, the system appears critical, i.e. , the ratios in (4) assume their critical value, whereas, in the opposite limit, the map appears as a pure rotation (K=O). To define g, it suffices to concentrate on the two eigendirections given by the renormalization group.
In the first eigendirection, on the line K=1, the mean winding number is locked at the value F"/F"+õ n an open interval of the bare winding number Q. By analogy with critical phenomena, we define
where the sum is over the different scales Fl, at which one probes the system, up to the period P =F"+~. 
